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| LETTER: 
ADvice 02 FRIEND | 


CURRENCY|| | 
Clipt-Money || | 


WHEREIN 


All the Material Clauſes contain'd in the ſe-}.; 
veral- 4#s made in theſe two laſt Seflions 
of Parliament, for the Cure of that Evil, 
are recited. 
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Now printed for the 'Uſe of the Pulick. 
The Second Edition. 


To which is annex'd the Declaration publiſh q 
by Queen Elizabeth, upon her Reforming 
the COIN, 


LOND 0X, 
Printed for Fw, Caſtle next Stotland Yard: | 


hdd Þ. £1 


Gate, near 7/bite-hall. 1696. 
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The Summarie of certaine Reaſons, which 
have moved Quene Elizabeth to pzocede fr 
refozmations of her baſe and courſe mo- 
nies, and to reduce them to their values, 
in ſote as they may be turned to fine 
monies. 


Ippointed to be declared by her Paieftie , by ozder of 
her Pzoclamation , in her Citie of London. 


Fs of all it is knowen that the honour and 


reputacion of the finguler wealth that this 
Realm was wont to have avove all other 
* Realms, was partely in that it had no currant 
monies but golde and filver, whereas contrary all other 
countreys, as Almayn, Fraunce, Spaine, Flaundexe, 
Scotland , and the reſk of Chziſtendom have had, , 
and till have certain baſe monies now of late dayes, 
by turning of fine monies, into baſe , muche decayed 
and dayly growen into infamte and repzoche, and ther- 
foze is thought neceſſary to be recovered, UWherin yke 
as her MDajeſty foz her Fort. nnoety to be at great 
charges, ſo every. good Engliſhe ſubiece* ought to be 
content, though it ſeme ſome ſmal lofle at the firif. 
Alſo by continuing of the baſe monies, divers per- 
ſons both in fozreine partes, and within the Realme, 
have counterfayted from tyme to tyme no ſmall quan- 
fitie, and bzought to. pozte townes, and uttered the 
ſame at the fyzſfe after the rate of xii. pence a Teſton, 
and after that foz vi. pence : where the ſame was not 
in dede wozth above two pence : And caried out of the 
Realme foz thoſe baſe monies, the riche commodities 
of the ſame, as Molle, Cloth » Lead, Tinne, my 
= 


(z) 


er, Tallowe, yea and all kinde of vutuel, as Cozne, | 


Maſt, Beere, Butter , Cheeſe , and ſuch ltyke, fo as 
counterfaicers and ſuch like, have foz ſmall ſumme 
- of m6pies counterfaicted, caried out fix times the va- 
* uf in commodities of the Realme, 


Sy the means aiſo that theſe, baſe monies were cur- | 


. rant, divers ſubtyll people. have chaunged the ſame foz 
the- golve and fine ſplver monies of this Reafme, and 
Have franſpozted and caryed out che Canie golde and 
ſpiver, ſo as although there hath ben copned both in 
the later e195 of the raign of Kyng Coward, and in the 
- tyme of Muene ary, and now allo ſence ths Murnes 
Maieſttes ra:gne, great quantities of golde and fylver, 
yet no part thereof is lcne commonty currant ; but 
as if nay be thought , fome part thereof is caryed 
hence, and ſome percaſe by the wyſer ſozt of people, 
kepfe in ftoze, as it were to be- wplhed that the whole 


Were. 

Aliſo by continuance of this ſozt of baſe monies, 
althouch almpghtie God hath geven nowe of late 
peares pleutifutt increaſe by the earth, foz the which 
he 1s to be thanked, without any ſuch plages of ſcar- 

'tig as in ot? ſozrfathers tyme hath bene read, 
hen many hjundzethes and theyſandes of people have 
Feb fo2 famume, pet the pzices cf ail thynges grbw- 

ing o2 commyng from the earth, hath inmeaſurabily 
ar paply riſen, as all maner of grayne, fruite, cattelt, 

*Offfatit, Victuet, wolte, leather , and ſuch {ike, and no 

retry cod. be deuyfed fo amen> the ſame, but fo 
cattfe thit the'ſime baſe monies (iuld ve currant fox 
n9 mo2e ten they trere m tuff value. Jo2 every man 
of the traſt underffanding,. by one merans oz ofher 
*KOOew ot a Acffen was nvt wozth fix pence, noz the 
-peece of two pence' was. path td nuuch, and therefoze 
No man” woutde gbye y: that thing which was 
"and.rvcr, hid ben woeth fir pence, foz a Teton, but 
*would, rather require two Aeſtons ; and fo a tbyng 
*Ecing Wozth fix pace, was bought and ſold. ether 
Foz fwo Keftons ,' 02 one and a halfe, which wag in 
recekenyinge rit. oz fx. pence, and now every Teffon be- 
Te Mp: er dn, ” img 


+ one 


bye moze neceſſaries foz theyz ſuſfentacion, then 
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S0 as the matter well confidered, the greaceſt num- 
bze, and eſpecially the poozeft ſhall haue moſt commo- 
ditie hereby, yea and ſuch others as haue moſte gay- 
ned by exceſfiue pzices, ſhall Have alſo, ( 1f they 
coaſtoer themſciues) no ſmall pzofyte and helpe. And 


fynallp no manner of perſon in the whole Realme *# 
hai! have after one oz2 two monethes hurt hereby, ex- * 


Os ans; ARE 


cept onelp the traytour which hath lived by counterfaic- 
:ng. Ind therfo2e it is to be allowed and imbzaced of 
all peoptie, and everye man to thinke, that aithough at 
the firtt he may ſuppoſe that he hath leſſe monie in his 
purſe. pet ſhail he yave foz the ſame metal, ag much ag 
that was wozth, eyther in ware, oz at her Daieſtieg 
mint in fin? monies. Ind whenſceuer he ſhall utter 
that baſe monies, which at the tyme of the Pzoclama- 
tion he hadde, the nexte that he thalt gette, epther by | 
his hand {abour, oz foz his wages, thaibe eyther fine 
monies, 92 ſuch as he may have as much fine monies in | 
the mint foz it- Ind conſequently ev:ry man ought to 
thank almyghtye God, tbat he may live to ſee tye ho- 
nour of his countrey thus partely recouered : Sylver 
to come in place of Copper, Pp2pces of thynges 
amende, all people to be moze able to live of theyr 
wages, every mans purſe oz coffer made free from the 
P2iv:e thefe, which was the counterfaytour, Ind fynal- 
1y, the treaſure of this Kealme to be of ſylver and 
golde, as was wonte tn our fozefathers time, and not | 
of h2a(ſ? ad copper, beſydes many other great com- 
modities tijat hereof muſt needs enſue, which but foz 
length might be declared, and foz all the ſame, no 
laffe to any otherwiſe, but in opinion at the begynnyng, 
not much unipke to them, that being ficke receive a 
medicine, and in the takyng feele ſome bitterneſs, but | 
p't therebp recover health and ſtrength, and ſave theyz | 
tives. | 

and becauſe if is ſene by experience, that many tymes| 
win Food things be deuyſed and attempted, the Deuyl? 
Neazeth not, fo hinder the ſame, but cuſeth them e-| 
tier to te dacfeared, o2 fo be Defamed and miſfaken: 
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any credite to ſuch as ſhall caſte abzode any miffruff 
of amendment of the money, oz ſhall pzetend this decree 
bo be greater o2 moze burdenous then if is. Jfoz truety 
this amendment is ſo fully purpoſed by her Paicſtie, as 
befide that, experience ſhall trie it within one moneth 
o2 Vi. weekes, within which times neceſſarie thinges 
foz the mint mult be pzouided. Jl is ſene, that yer 
Baſt may refourme theſe monies, accozding to her 
zoclamation , without ' any ſuch great lofſe as 
might move her to fozbeare it : Ind on the other ſyde, 
the monies be ſo iufkly valued, as indede the baſe Te- 
tons beyng ſet at 11. d. farthyng, and her MPaieffie gi- 
ving at her minte, foz every pound of them Xx.s. and 
iif.d. in rewards, ſhail therby gyve rather moze than thep 
thail be wozch beynge melted, than lefſe, ; 

So that her Paieſkie, who fince ſfe came to this 
Croune, never gayned any. thing by any coynage, noz 
pet ever coyned any maner of baſe monies fo2 this 

ealme, will not now determine fo teaſe the Howour 
and fame that ſhe ſhall with ſmail lofſe 02 gayne rccouer 
by this noble ace, to benefit her Realm and prople. 

And as to the opinion of the burden of the foffe, 
where the baſe Teſfons be valued but at 1i d. farthing, 
whereby ſuch as have them ſhall ſeme to have the great- 
eff joſe, it 1s fo be well and reaſonably conſtrued and 
taken of all men, foz that there hath not by good ac- 
compt which hath bene made and well p2oved, bene a- 
bove a fixth parte compared to the othcr baſe Po- 
nies of the ſame ſozt of Telfons coined in the Mints 
of this Realm, and at the Coinage of the ſame baſe 
Acftons now valued at two pence farthing, which was 
Done in the time of the Wars heretofo2c. there were ſet 
thereto certain marks, as a Lion, a Roſe, a Flour de 
luce, 02 4 Parp, called the pzivy marks of ſuch as were 
then Paſters of the Pint, which alſo be ſpecified in the 
Þ:octamation. Foz the better underfkanding wheres, 

re be inz the end of this Declaration (ſet certain 

tamps oz ÞPzints, of every kind of the ſame baſe Te- 
{ons, with their ſaid ſeveral marks, fo the intent that 
every perſon looking and beholding the ſame Pzincs, 
may 


(6) 
map- the better judge aud diſcerne the ſame fron the 
ether, that be valued at ii, pence halfpeny, although 
if the ſame be. well confapered, the colour of the ſapde 
baſe Aeffon will ſhew the baſeneſs thereof : Ind becauſe 


ſich counterfaic two pence -farthing, o2 [& much goc 
fine monies, 4s the ſame counterfains ſhall contain in 
ſilver, whereby the-people ſhall be relieved of ſuch Joffe 
in ſoine- part foz counterfaigs, 4s in ud, Realm anp 
P:ince either hath oz ought ts ds. - Ind foz this and 
foz all the reſt of the conmumodities > $i] likelp to en- 
ſue : Per Pajeſty truſgeth her honourable Hood 
meaning ſhall be imbzaſed of all _o good loving Stib- 
zecte, and every perſon with walf , will pield to 
bear a ſmall burden foz 4 tune , to aboid a. perpetual 
and endleſs oppzeſfon, not only of theraſelves and their 
Poſrerity, but alſo of the whole Commonweal. 


Given under the Queen's Majeſty's Signet at her Honour 
of Hmpton-Court, the 29th. of September, the ſecond Yeat 
ot her Majeſty's Reign, MDLX. 


N. B. The Stamps or Prints of the baſe Teftons, which were 
printed at: the End of the Declaration, are now omitted, 


becauſe there- has been no fuch Coin in oo ag many . 


Years ; and therefore it would have been noe uſe to 


have printed them. 
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